[The molecular biology of aging -- 14: Structure and function of the genetic apparatus in aging. I. Changes in the genome].
In the last years there is agreement over the fact that genetic properties have an essential influence on the ageing process. Therefore many scientists choose the genom and its properties as object of the gerontological investigation. This review shows that changes are possible on all of structure levels of the genom down to the lowest molecular stage with increasing age. This concerns as well postmitotic as intermitotic, proliferating cells and tissues, too. Actually repair processes of defective DNA find an increasing consideration. Until now it is not possible to establish if the observed changes are the cause or the result of ageing processes.